
DECLARATION OF LOCAL HEALTH EMERGENCY REGARDING THE NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

 
WHEREAS, Section 101080 of the California Health and Safety Code authorizes a local 

health officer to declare a local health emergency in the health officer's jurisdiction, or any part 
thereof, when the health officer determines that there is an imminent and proximate threat of the 
introduction of any contagious, infectious, or communicable disease, chemical 
agent, noncommunicable biological agent, toxin, or radioactive agent; and  

 
WHEREAS, a local health emergency declared by a local health officer pursuant to Section 

101080 of the Health and Safety Code shall not remain in effect after seven days from the date of 
this proclamation unless it has been ratified by the governing authority of the local jurisdiction; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of Health and Safety Code Section 101080, the 

Health Officer of the County of Kern makes the following findings:  
 
1. A novel coronavirus named "COVID-19" by the World Health Organization (“WHO”) 

was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, in December 2019.   
 
2. Cases of COVID-19 have been diagnosed in the United States in individuals who 

have traveled to other countries and cases of "community spread" of COVID-19 involving 
individuals who have not traveled overseas and who have no known connections to overseas 
travel.   

 
3. As of March 27, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”) reported 103,321 

cases of COVID-19 in the United States resulting in 1,664 deaths and the California Department 
of Public Health has reported 4,643 cases of the virus within the State of California resulting in 101 
deaths.  As of March 29, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., 50 Kern County residents and one visitor have tested 
positive for COVID-19, and one Kern County resident has died as a result of COVID-19.  

 
4. On March 4, 2020, the Governor of the State of California issued a Proclamation of 

a State of Emergency due to outbreaks of COVID-19 within the state.  
 
5. On March 11, 2020, the WHO declared COVID-19 to be a pandemic, presently 

affecting six continents where sustained transmission of the virus has infected more than 120,000 
people and killed more than 4,300 worldwide.  

   
6. The number of reported cases of COVID-19 has escalated dramatically over a short 

period of time. As of March 27, 2020, the World Health Organization reported 571,678 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 worldwide, with 82,230 cases in China and the remaining 489,448 cases in 
165 other countries.  Additionally, there have been a total of 26,494 deaths due to COVID-19, with 
3,301 deaths in mainland China and another 23,193 deaths in other countries.  

  
7. Cases of COVID-19 have been identified in the following California 

counties:  Alameda, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Contra Costa, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, 
Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Los Angeles, Madera, Marin, Mendocino, Merced, Mono, Monterey, 
Napa, Nevada, Orange, Placer, Riverside, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, 
San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Sacramento, Shasta, 
Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tulare, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba, and the City and 
County of San Francisco. Most of these counties have made declarations of local health 
emergency or proclamations of local emergency.  
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8. COVID-19 is considered a very serious health threat because much is unknown 

about it, e.g., the exact modes of transmission, the factors facilitating human-to-human 
transmission, the extent of asymptomatic viral shedding, the groups most at risk of serious illness, 
the attack rate, and the case fatality rate all remain active areas of investigation.   

 
9. The best information to date suggests that: (1) the virus is spread between people 

primarily via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes; 
(2) symptoms of the virus include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, and infected individuals 
have experienced a range of outcomes, from mild sickness to severe illness and death; (3) the 
CDC believes that symptoms appear two to fourteen days after exposure.  

 
10. Currently, there is no vaccine or specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19.  
 
11. In order to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19 within the United 

States, the CDC recommends that travelers avoid all nonessential travel to countries with 
widespread ongoing transmission.  

 
12. On March 19, 2020, the Governor of the State of California issued an Executive 

Order for all individuals living in the State of California to stay at home or at their place of residence.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, based on all of the foregoing information, I, Kristopher Lyon, County 

Health Officer, determine that an imminent and proximate threat to the public health of the 
citizens of the County of Kern presently exists due to the presence of COVID-19 within the county, 
a highly contagious, infectious, communicable disease and hereby declare a local health 
emergency within the County of Kern pursuant to the authority granted by Section 101080 of the 
Health and Safety Code.  

  
  

  
 

Date:  
____________________________________ 
 
 
Time: 
____________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________ 

Kristopher Lyon, M.D., EMT, FACEP 
County Health Officer 

 

Monday, March 30, 2020

0800 AM


